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Good things happen in class! �1
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The band and orchestra 
collaborated to play the song 
Bohemian Rhapsody by Queen. 
The announcers, Owen Klatz 
and Cody Karigaca said that 
the song was thoroughly 
enjoyed by all of those over 
thirty! The people under thirty 
now have a reason to explore 
some enduring older music. 
However, having the Montera 
Band and Orchestra play 
together was not the only 
history made at the concert that 
night. The band was 
accompanied by student 
rappers Casey Shea Dinkin, 
Santos Perez, Grace Gulli, 
Silver Sandigo and Ben 
Hamilton. The rappers 
performed the song My Shot 
from (continued on page 2…)  

was the first Muslim to ever 
win an Academy Award. At the 
beginning of the Oscars, many 
of these actors made a 
sparkling appearance on the 
red carpet. Justin Timberlake 
started the show by singing 
Can’t Stop the Feeling and 
getting everyone on their feet. 
Toward the end of the show 
however, Warren Beatty and 
Faye Dunaway caused a 
mishap about who won the best 
picture. The card that was read 
claimed that La La Land had 
won for the best picture even 
though the correct winner was 
Moonlight. The producer of the 
Oscars had to come onto the 
stage and explain to the crowd 
that they had called up the 
wrong movie cast. This caused 
a lot of drama but was soon 
resolved. In the end, the 89th 
Academy Awards shaped up to 
be another successful night! 

Last Thursday, March 2nd, the 
Montera Music Program made 
history. For the first time ever, the 
band and orchestra played 
together! That night, the Montera 
Advanced Band, Advanced 
Orchestra, and Jazz Band all 
played at the annual Pops Concert 
in the MUR. The music program 
would like to thank all who helped 
out at the concert as well as all of 
those who bought or brought the 
food on sale. This money will 
help fund the musicians’ transit to 
the Music in the Parks 
Competition.   

Just last Sunday, the 89th 
Academy Awards Ceremony, 
presented by the Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, 
honored the best films of  2016. 
As you might know, there weren’t 
very many African Americans 
nominated at last year’s awards. 
Due to the lack of people of color 
in the awards last year, 
#OscarsSoWhite, a Twitter 
hashtag that went viral last 
February, brought attention to this 
issue. But this year that all 
changed. Award winning films 
such as Moonlight, Fences, and 
Hidden Figures all portrayed 
positive characters in the black 
film industry. Some of the 
actresses that won awards 
included Emma Stone in La La 
Land and Viola Davis in 
Moonlight. Born in Oakland and 
raised in Hayward, Mahershala 
Ali won an award for his character 
in Moonlight and 

Letter From the Editors
Hello Toros! In this issue, you will 
read about the Oscars, Montera 
Movie Nights, the Advanced Band 
Concert and many other events 
around school. We hope you enjoy 
this issue.  

- Editors: Grace Gulli, Morgan 
Stone & Silvia Kambouridis 

Student Council 
Presents Movie Nights 

By: Maxwell Stern and Grace Gulli 

Lights, camera, action! The student 
council announced last week they 
are going to host a series of movie 
nights this month. However due to 
low attendance, the 6th Grade 
Movie Night is cancelled. 7th 
Grade Movie Night will be next 
Friday, March 17th and 8th Grade 
Movie Night will be on Friday 
March 24th. Each grade gets to vote 
on a movie. The three movies that 
are going to be voted on are The 
Bee Movie, Good Burger and Ferris 
Bueller. The results of the 7th 
Grade Vote will be announced on 
Monday and 8th Grade will vote 
next week. Tickets will be sold next 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
for 7th Grade and the following 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
for 8th Grade. Each ticket comes 
with one free cup of popcorn, one 
drink and a raffle ticket for the 
chance to win a basket of candy. 
This event is new to Montera. In 
years past the student council has 
decided to have a Spring Dance 
instead. This year however the 
student council wanted to do 
something different. “The movie 
nights are going to be a fun, new 
event for our school that I hope the 
student body enjoys. “ said 
president, Maxwell Stern. 

Montera Music Department Makes History! 

89th Academy Awards   
By: Leah Washington and Isabella 

Williams 

By: Casey Shea Dinkin and Stella 
Cardoso 
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Mr. Torrence is a 6th grade english 
and history teacher. He has been 
teaching at Montera for two years. 
When he was a kid he lived in 
Southern Illinois. He went to 
DePaul University in Chicago and 
Saint Mary’s College of California. 
Mr. Torrence got married young 
and went to  live with his wife in 
the United Kingdom, Cambridge. 
Living in Cambridge allowed him 
to travel all over Europe.  His wife 
was able to go to the jungles of 
Borneo to study spiders since she 
was a biologist. He decided to 
teach because he enjoys it and it 
makes him feel as if he is making a 
contribution to the community. If 
Mr. Torrence didn't become a 
teacher he would be a jazz 
musician. He looks up to famous 
jazz musician, Miles Davis. He has 
a guitar club and says that if he 
wasn’t a history or english teacher 
he would be a music teacher. Mr. 
Torrence’s favorite history subject 
is the Silk Road because he can 
learn about it’s history 

Montera Music Makes 
History (continued…)  
Lin Manuel Miranda’s 11-time 
tony award winning Hamilton. The 
Band also played a Guardians of 
The Galaxy medley. Afterwards, 
the Orchestra played Shut Up and 
Dance arranged by Michael Story, 
Radioactive arranged by Larry 
Moore and River Flows In You 
arranged by Larry Moore. The 
Orchestra also astounded the 
audience with their choice to not 
play stereotypical orchestral music 
(more classical) and instead played 
pop and rock. For example, 
Radioactive is a pop rock song 
which typically wouldn’t played at 
an Orchestra concert. The Pops 
Concert was a successful and 
enjoyable event. Mr. Eric Swihart, 
Montera’s one-of-a-kind Music 
Director said, “This concert is 
probably my favorite concert in all 
of my four years at Montera”.  

Sports  

- The Girls Black soccer team won 
6-0 against Roots Academy! 7th 
Grader, Isabella Williams played 
played as goalie. When the game 
started the Toros had 10 players and 
Roots Academy had only 6 players, 
therefore Roots Academy had to fill 
in with a boy.  By the end, both 
teams had 11 players. Katie Senn 
scored 2 goals, Sara Redfield 
scored 3 goals, and Raya Sawle 
scored 1 goal! Congratulations! See 
you in the playoffs!  

- Girls Yellow Soccer Team won 
2-1 against American Indian 
Academy! 8th grader, Marley Byles 
played goalie. Both Olivia Boitano 
and Morgan McNulty scored 1 
goal! Congratulations! The Girls 
Yellow Team advance to the 
playoffs, as well.  

- Montera Boys Team lost 2-0 
against Melrose Academy. With the 
score being tied 0-0 at halftime,By 
the end of the game and had scored. 
The goalies were 8th grader, 
Romelo and 6th grader, Ryan. 

Q: How can I get my grade up last 
minute?  

A: Talk to your teacher and ask if 
they can offer you any  extra credit 
assignments. If they allow you to 
turn in late homework, see if you’re 
missing something and turn it in. 
Some teachers will allow you to 
redo an assignment you didn’t do 
well on. You just have to ask your 
teacher what you could do to get 
your grade up.  

If you have stories, news or 
information you want to share with 
the Toro Times please email us at 
torotimes2017@gmail.com or 
check us out on the Montera 
website at http://www.ousd.org/
domain/3257. Thanks!  

as well as study it’s literature. 
His favorite thing about 
teaching is having a class full of 
students learning about 
something they care about.  

Now he has two daughters. He 
loves to go on family road trips 
which include camping and 
visiting others. One place he 
wishes to visit is the site of 
Mohenjo Daro in India or the 
Silk Road in China. Mr. 
Torrence’s favorite book of all 
time is The Catcher and the Rye 
by J.D Salinger. His favorite 
sport is baseball and his favorite 
movie is A Serious Man. Mr. 
Torrence’s plans for 2017 is to 
finally figure out how to make a 
classroom of eleven and twelve 
year olds be quiet for a long 
period of time. One way Mr. 
Torrence would describe 
himself is funny and 
compassionate, many others see 
him as that too. If you would 
like to talk to Mr. Torrence or 
learn more about him, come to 
P8 in 6th Grade Alley!  
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